OTHER INFORMATION HERITAGE ASSETS

Herntage Assets

he Department has collections of art objects,

furnishings, books, and buildings that are

considered heritage or multi-use heritage assets.
These collections are housed in the Diplomatic Reception
Rooms, senior staff offices in the Secretary’s suite, offices,
reception areas, conference rooms, the cafeteria and related
areas, and embassies throughout the world. The items have
been acquired as donations, are on loan from the owners,
or were purchased using gift and appropriated funds. The
assets are classified into nine categories: the Diplomatic
Reception Rooms Collection, the Art Bank Program, the
Library Rare & Special Book Collection, the Cultural
Heritage Collection, the Secretary of State’s Register of
Culturally Significant Property, the U.S. Diplomacy
Center, the Art in Embassies Program, the International
Boundary and Water Commission, and the Blair House.
Items in the Register of Culturally Significant Property
category are classified as multi-use heritage assets due to

their use in general government operations.

DIPLOMATIC RECEPTION ROOMS COLLECTION

In 1961, the State Department’s Office of Fine Arts began the
privately-funded Americana Project to remodel and redecorate
the 42 Diplomatic Reception Rooms — including the offices of
the Secretary of State — on the seventh and eighth floors of the
Harry S Truman Building. The Secretary of State, the President,
and Senior Government Officials use the rooms for official
functions promoting American values through diplomacy.

The rooms reflect American art and architecture from the time
of our country’s founding and its formative years, 1740 — 1840.
The rooms also contain one of the most important collections of
carly Americana in the nation, with over 5,000 objects, including
museum-quality furniture, rugs, paintings, and silver. These
items have been acquired through donations or purchases funded
through gifts from private citizens, foundations, and corporations.
No tax dollars have been used to acquire or maintain the

collection. There are three public tours each day.

Thomas Jefferson State Reception Room. Department of state
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