OTHER INFORMATION

HERITAGE ASSETS

DIPLOMACY CENTER

The U.S. Diplomacy Center is a unique education and
exhibition venue at the Department of State that explores

the history, practice and challenges of U.S. diplomacy. It is a
place that fosters a greater understanding of the role of U.S.
diplomacy, past, present and future, and is an educational
resource for students and teachers in the United States and
around the globe. Exhibitions and programs inspire visitors to
make diplomacy a part of their lives. The Diplomacy Center
is located within the Bureau of Public Affairs, and actively
collects artifacts for exhibitions.

ART IN EMBASSIES PROGRAM

The Art in Embassies Program was established in 1964 to
promote national pride and the distinct cultural identity of
America’s arts and its artists. The program, which is managed
by the Bureau of Overseas Buildings Operations, provides
original U.S. works of art for the representational rooms of
United States ambassadorial residences worldwide. The works
of art were purchased or are on loan from individuals,

organizations, or museums.

INTERNATIONAL BOUNDARY AND
WATER COMMISSION

One of the IBWC’s primary mission requirements is the
demarcation and preservation of the international boundary
between the United States and Mexico (see Reporting Entity
in Note 1). Roughly 1,300 miles of this border are demarcated
by the Rio Grande and the Colorado River, and the other
700 miles of border are demarcated by 276 monuments along
the land boundary, which extends from the Pacific Ocean to
the Rio Grande. These monuments are jointly owned and
maintained by the United States and Mexico. The United
States is responsible for 138 monuments and considers them
heritage assets. In addition, the IBWC is responsible for the
Falcon International Storage Dam and Hydroelectric Power
Plant. These were constructed jointly by the United States
and Mexico pursuant to Water Treaty of 1944 for the mission
purposes of flood control, water conservation, and hydroelec-
tric power generation. Both were dedicated by U.S. President
Dwight D. Eisenhower and President Adolfo Ruiz Cortines,
of Mexico to the residents of both countries. Falcon is located
about 75 miles downstream (southeast) of Laredo, Texas and
about 150 miles above the mouth of the Rio Grande. They

are considered multi-use heritage assets.
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Art Bank work “Verse from Macrocosm” (2010), Karen Kunc,

woodcut print on paper.

BLAIR HOUSE

Composed of four historic landmark buildings owned by
GSA, Blair House, the President’s Guest House, operates
under the stewardship of the Department of State’s Office of
the Chief of Protocol and has accommodated official guests
of the President of the United States since 1942. In 2012,
these buildings were added to the Secretary’s Register of
Culturally Significant Property for their important role

in U.S. history and the conduct of diplomacy over time.

Its many elegant rooms are furnished with collections of
predominantly American and English fine and decorative
arts, historical artifacts, other cultural objects, rare books, and
archival materials documenting the Blair family and buildings
history from 1824 to the present. Objects are acquired via
purchase, donation or transfer through the private non-
profit Blair House Restoration Fund; transfers may also be
received through the State Department’s Office of Fine Arts
and Office of the Chief of Protocol. Collections are managed
by the Office of the Curator at Blair House, which operates
under the Office of Fine Arts.
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