
Coalition operations have liberated 62 percent of the 

terrain ISIS once controlled in Iraq and 30 percent in 

Syria, including key cities in both countries. Coalition air 

assets have conducted more than 19,000 strikes on ISIS 

targets, removing tens of thousands of ISIS fighters from 

the battlefield and killing over 180 senior to mid-level ISIS 

leaders. The Coalition has supported our Iraqi partners to 

achieve significant progress in the fight to retake Mosul. 

Iraqi Security Forces officially liberated eastern Mosul 

on January 24, 2017 and now are making significant 

territorial gains in the western portion of the city.

Civilian Effort

Since 2014, Coalition members have provided more 

than $22.2 billion in stabilization, demining capabilities, 

economic support, and humanitarian assistance in Iraq 

and Syria – all of which guard against a resurgence of 

ISIS. Last July, at the Iraq Pledging Conference held in 

Washington, partners pledged more than $2.3 billion for 

humanitarian assistance, stabilization, and demining in 

Iraq. Coalition support for stabilization programs is crucial 

as we seek to hold terrain taken from ISIS and provide for 

people in liberated areas. Support for stabilization efforts 

is a strategic investment in the fight against ISIS. As a 

result of this support, local partners in Iraq are holding 

ground against ISIS, restoring services, clearing schools 

and clinics of explosive remnants of war and improvised 

explosive devices, helping families return home once 

they are ready, providing security, and contributing to 

re-establishing the rule of law in liberated areas.

Multilateral Initiatives to Counter a Global Threat

ISIS has deliberately fostered interconnectedness among its 

scattered branches, networks, and supporters, seeking to 

build a global organization. It continues to provide guidance 

and funds its branches and networks, has carried out 

attacks well beyond the territory it directly controls, and 

retains a robust online presence. Coalition partners have 

recognized the importance of being networked together to 

effectively counter this global threat and coordinate efforts 

to disrupt and degrade ISIS activities. Coalition members 

and other partners have taken the following steps:

Counter-messaging: Building resistance to extremist 

propaganda and countering terrorist use of the internet 

is vital to our effort. Counter ISIS content is now more 

prevalent online and pro-ISIS content is declining in 

open forum social media channels. This is a terrorist 

group that is increasingly struggling in the face of an 

increasingly organized and sophisticated set of initiatives 

by the Coalition. Global Coalition member countries are 

producing national responses and coordinating counter-ISIS 

communications efforts regionally and globally. 

Counter-finance: Coalition collaboration on financial 

intelligence and broad-spectrum information sharing has 

supported our military effort to damage or destroy more 

than 2,600 ISIS energy targets. Coalition airstrikes against 

energy assets have impeded ISIS’s ability to produce, use, 

and profit from oil. Coalition airstrikes have also targeted 

more than 25 ISIS bulk cash storage sites, destroying tens 

of millions – and possibly hundreds of millions – of dollars.

Countering foreign terrorist fighters: The flow of foreign terrorist 

fighters to Iraq and Syria, many of which joined ISIS, 

is down significantly over the last year after peaking in 

2014. This decline has been dramatic, prolonged, and 

geographically widespread. Significant milestones include: 

1) securing of the Syria-Turkey border as of November 

2016; 2) the EU’s adoption of a Passenger Name 

Recognition protocol; 3) 31 non-EU members implementing 

enhanced traveler screening measures; and 4) countries 

enacting measures in UN Security Council Resolution 2178 

(2014) to strengthen their response and abilities to counter 

foreign fighters and prosecute related crimes.
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